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’battlefield than anywhere. The admirable state-
ment of the case uttered by Lord Roberts in

addressing the new 10th Battalion of the Royal’
Fusiliers on August 29th, reminding the athlete
that it is no time for games, that hundreds of
thousands of men are wanted, but that only a
minimum number can be officers, requires to be
more widely read and appreciated. At the same
time information as to centres of service for
warfare and home defence will be found in the

newspapers, or may be sought by unlucky
veterans, to whom the door has been closed,
,at the headquarters of such bodies as the
Honourable Artillery Company, the Corps of
Veterans (ex-service men), and the Inns of Court
Veteran Corps.

I have not dwelt upon the need there is and
will .be for those who are qualified by medical
training to undertake the charge of the wounded.
But I may suggest that for men not required for
military service, or fitted by any previous training
lor the direct care of the wounded, there may before
long be work in hospitals. Not all will be needed
as organisers, but there is work for willing and
strong hands to do, if their owners will fill sub-
ordinate positions and perform useful tasks under
the orders and organisation of others. Personal
..ambitions must be subordinated.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
August 31st, 1914. ACTIVE 54.

GUN DEAFNESS AND ITS PREVENTION.

To the Editor ot THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;With reference to Dr. Jobson Horne’s paper
dn THE LANCET of August 15th on Gun Deafness
and its Prevention the following points may prove
.of interest. If it has been determined by experi-
,ment that a gunner’s ear is not damaged at a
,distance D feet from a heavy fortress gun, it does
:not follow that he may approach a small field-piece
much nearer without harm resulting. An actual
,example from an examination paper will help to
make this clearer: " There is a probability that if a
man stands at so short a distance as D from the
muzzle of a gun which discharges a projectile of
weight W, his sense of hearing will be hurt. If D
is proportional to the sixth root of W, and if D is
10 feet for the discharge of a 64 lb. shot, what is D
for the discharge of a 91b. shot?" Here D = (W) 116 k,
k being a constant quantity. From data the value
,of k is 5, whence D for the 9-pounder works out to
just over 7 feet, as against 10 feet for the 64-pounder.
. The simple laiv of proportion does not holcl good.
Perhaps this explains why so many artillery men
are deaf. They think that because their ear is not
hurt at, say, 11 feet from a large gun they may
come quite close to a small gun with impunity.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
ATHOLE ROSS.

LYSOL MADE IN ENGLAND.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

-, 

SiB,&mdash;We are enclosing copy of several letters
- received from members of the medical profession
who labour under the erroneous impression that
we are a German firm trading in England. On the
contrary, our principal is a loyal English-born
s.lbject, who has lived all his life in this country.
’Furthermore, all our staff are British, and there is

no financial or moral relationship between our firm
and Germany.
Trusting that you may be disposed to publish

these facts in the interests of fair play,
We are, Sir, yours faithfully,

For CHAS. ZIMMERMANN AND CO. (CHEMICALS), LTD.,
O. A. ELIAS, F.C.S

Departmental Manager.

PS.-Lysol is now manufactured entirely in

England under the analytical supervision of Ernest
J. Parry, B.Sc., F.I.C., F.C.S., and Arthur R. Ling,
F.I.C.

*’ The four communications enclosed by Mr. Elias
traverse this letter, one of them raising the pertinent ques-
tion as to whom any royalties on sales may go. The same

question has arisen this week about another advertisement
for the appearance of which THE LANCET is under contract.
We shnll make immediate inquiries, and if these inquiries
are not satisfactorily answered the advertisement will be

suppressed.&mdash;En. L.

"ENCYCLOP&AElig;DIA MEDICA."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;We are at a loss to understand Dr. Henry
Jellett’s letter in THE LANCET of August 22nd,
and do not know what else we could have
said. In the announcement of the new edition of
the 

" 

Encyclopedia Medica " w enclosed, as Dr.
Jellett quotes from the prospectus, " a list of con-
tributors to the first edition, with the addition of
the names of those who have so far agreed to con-
tribute to the second." Why Dr. Jellett should take
exception to this or should, as he says, find it hard
to believe that his name was included in this list
we cannot conjecture. Does he for one moment
mean to dispute the fact that he was a contributor
to the first edition ?
The statement is perfectly clear. The list con-

tains : (1) The names of hundreds of specialists who
kindly contributed to the first edition and who have
either been or are going to be asked to revise the
subjects on which they wrote; and (2) in addition
to these, the names of new contributors who have
kindly agreed to write articles for the second
edition.
We are anxious to make the work as perfect as

possible, and accordingly many new subjects must
be dealt with. If Dr. Jellett will kindly re-read the
paragraph we have no doubt but that he will do us
the justice of a public expression that he has been
mistaken.&mdash;We are. Sirs. vours faithfullv.

W. GREEN AND SON, Limited.
(C. E. GREEN, Managing Director.)

WANTED, AN EXPLANATION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I had a case of midwifery last December I
should wish to record, and hope I may get some
enlightenment regarding it. Mrs. A sent for
me to attend her on Dec. llth. I found her
pregnant and apparently labour beginning. I saw
her twice that day and every day for two or three
days. The last time I was called-at 2 A.M.-I
found labour actively going on, the os was dilated,
and all usual signs of labour were present. The

pains were fairly regular and the os became fully
dilated. After waiting some hours the pains got
less active, and I administered one drachm ergot


